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Kennedy's THE AMERICAN PAGEANT, AP® EDITION, 18th EDITION combines excellent scholarship 

with a witty and engaging narrative style and a creative look at the history of the United States in order 

to build students' critical thinking skills and inspire a love of American history. This best-selling AP U.S. 

History text is a clear and approachable book for any student studying American history. Colorful 

anecdotes, vivid maps, charts, illustrations, highlighted first-person quotations and the authors' 

trademark wit bring American history to life. Learning aids make the program’s content as accessible as 

it is enjoyable. Brief essays opening each of the text’s nine chronological sections, along with chapter-

ending chronologies, help students develop a coherent understanding of the pace, phases and grand 

sweep of the American story. Other features present primary sources, scholarly debates and lastingly 

consequential historical developments for analysis. 
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What’s New in this Edition 

• Special attention is paid to issues of Black history and race relations and have substantially 
expanded on earlier editions’ coverage of Native American and Asian American history. 

• The new “The Presence of the Past” feature is designed to help students understand the 
evolution of important contemporary issues. Topics discussed include the Electoral College, the 
concept of judicial review, the legacies of the Fourteenth Amendment, the rules of the Senate, 
the consequences of real estate “redlining” and the complexities of modern immigration policy. 

• Significantly revised and expanded discussions of Reconstruction, the rise of Jim Crow and the 
origins and evolution of the civil rights movement have been added to help students understand 
contemporary debates around racial justice and American democracy. 

• The text offers streamlined and revised discussions of both the Civil War and World War II, with 
attention to the economic and political legacies of WWII mobilization, including the growth of the 
Cold War military-industrial complex and the rise of the modern technology industry. 

 

Technology   

MindTap is a cloud-based, highly personalized, learning environment that combines student learning 
tools—readings, multimedia, activities, and assessments—into a single Learning Path. 
Teachers can easily customize learning tools for their students, seamlessly introducing their own 
content, and also have access to powerful class reports and analytics to help save time, measure 
progress, and improve outcomes. 


